
Arthurdale Historic District

Established in 1933 and homesteaded in 1934, Arthurdale
is the nationʼs first New Deal Homestead Community. It
originally featured 165 homes, a cooperative farm, health
clinic, cemetery, inn, and its own progressive schools until
1947, when the federal government officially sold all its
interest in the community.

Arthurdale was listed as a 1,200 acre historic district on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. This
driving tour will provide you with highlights of this historic
district. The homes marked with an asterisk (*) on this
driving tour are privately owned. All visitors should be
respectful of private property.

1. WAGNER HOME, E-15

The second style of
homes constructed in
Arthurdale were Wagner
homes. They are named
after Steward Wagner,
the architect who
designed them. The
E-15 Homestead
represents a typical Wagner home.

2. HONOR ROLL

Built to honor the
veterans of World
War II, this memorial
has stood in
Arthurdale since
1943, although the
original plywood list of
names did not with-

stand the test of time. Volunteers acquired donations
and installed the current bronze plaque in 2006, com-
plete with the original list of WWII veterans.

Arthur, the communityʼs namesake, stood on this site
and provided housing for the workers constructing
Arthurdale, including future homesteaders. The home
also housed the elementary school and doctorʼs office
before the Federal government razed it in 1936 in order
to build the current structure to serve as an inn. Mrs.
Roosevelt would stay here when she visited.

18. FAIRFAX CEMETERY

A friend of George Washington, Col. John Fairfax
purchased the Monongalia Glades (the property that
would eventually become Arthurdale) in 1789. Fairfax
served as a prominent member of the area until his
death in 1844. Col. Fairfax is buried in this cemetery
along with other Fairfax family members and slaves.

19. PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

Interdenominational
services were held in the
Center Hall and school
cafeteria until this new
church was constructed.
Built mostly by homesteaders, the Presbyterian Church
was dedicated in 1960 by Eleanor Roosevelt during her
last visit to the community before her death in 1962.

20. ARTHURDALE

SCHOOLS

Completed in 1935,
six buildings made
up the Arthurdale

Schools complex: a high school, auditorium/gymna-
sium, cafeteria, elementary school, primary school, and
nursery school. Renowned educator Elsie Clapp
helped design the schools to provide adequate light
and air for an optimum learning environment. First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt attended most of the high
school graduations from 1935 to 1945, and in 1938,
President Roosevelt gave the commencement
address. Four of the six original structures remain.
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3. COMMUNITY CENTER

The Center Complex has served as the center of
Arthurdale since its inception. Buildings located in this
area provided a place for homesteaders to work, play,
and relax. Remnants of the original layout of the
complex can be seen on the south side. The upper
section housed a cooperative general store, a tea
room, and the spinning and weaving room. These
buildings were destroyed in the 1970s by fire. The
lower section featured garage bays and the power
station, which generated steam heat for the entire
center complex.

4. CENTER HALL

Originally a church
built in the 1850s, and
located in nearby
Masontown, the
Center Hall was taken
apart and reconstructed on its current site in 1934.
The left and right wings were added to house a craft
store, a barber shop, and a post office.

5. FORGE

Blacksmiths worked in this building to
create fixtures, locks, and hardware
for homes. They also made unique
copper and pewter work which was
sold through the Arthurdale
Association of the Mountaineer
Craftsman Cooperative Association.

6. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Built to house the
governmental offices,
homesteaders visited
this building to pay
rent and to speak with
the project manager.

The Administration Building was the first structure to be
restored by Arthurdale Heritage, Inc. in 1986.

7. HODGSON

HOME, E-2

The first 50 homes
constructed in Arthurdale
were mail ordered from
the E.F. Hodgson Com-

pany of Massachusetts. Construction proved to be difficult
after it became apparent that the prefabricated home sec-
tions did not fit the foundations already laid for them.
Reconstruction costs ran the project well over budget. Barns
were built for 158 of 165 Arthurdale homesteads. One of
these original barns still stands at E-2.

8. DOCTOR’S HOME, E-4*

The first physician, Dr. Harry
Timbres, arrived in Arthurdale in
1934 to provide needed medical
services to the communityʼs res-
idents. Dr. M.J.W. White was
the first physician to live in this home when he became the
community doctor in 1935.

9. HEALTH

CLINIC, E-5*

Eleanor Roosevelt believed
that one of the most
important issues to address
in the new community was
health care. Along with fin-

ancier Bernard Baruch, she contributed $2,000 to estab-
lish a revolving fund for a homesteader health care
system. The Arthurdale Health Association formed in
1937, and charged residents $1 a month for services.
This building housed a three-bed clinic from 1936 to 1938.

10. STONE HOME,

U-11*

Construction on the third
style of homes built in
Arthurdale began in the
summer of 1936, and by
1937, 40 stone homes were completed. One design style
of stone homes constructed was this one-and-a-half story
bungalow.

11. CO-OP CEMETERY, W ROAD

The cemetery began in 1938 as one of the many
cooperative projects in Arthurdale. It is the only one of
these projects that is still operated as a community
cooperative.

12. FARM,

W ROAD*

Originally oper-
ated as a dairy
farm for the

Arthurdale project, the federal government sold this farm
to West Virginia University in 1947 for $1. WVU continues
to operate the farm for animal research. The original dairy
barn can be seen from the farmʼs entrance.

13. STONE HOME,

S-7*

This is an example of the
Tudor style of stone homes.
Stonemasons quarried
2,000 stone blocks for the
40 stone homes con-
structed.

14. PROJECT MANAGER’S HOME, Y-1*

Built for the first
Arthurdale School
Administrator Elsie
Ripley Clapp, this
home differs greatly
from the homes
built for the homesteaders and was deliberately built to
have a view of the entire community. It is the only
home built with a two-car garage and also features
three bedrooms and three full baths to accommodate
visitors to the progressive school. The community's
project managers lived in this house after Miss Clapp
left in 1936.

15. WAGNER HOME, SR-6*

By 1935, all 75 Wagner
homes were built, complete
with root cellars, individual
wells, and a central sewage
disposal system. Of the 75
Wagner homes constructed,
only six had basements and

hipped roofs like this home.

16. SERVICE STATION

Operated as a
cooperative, the service
station opened in 1936
to serve the automobile
needs of the commu-
nity. The station was
sold into private ownership in 1943 and was operated
successfully for over 40 years.

17. ARTHURDALE

INN

The home of Richard
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